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Senate Resolution No. 2026/2027-XXX
Urging California Attorney General Rob Bonta to Sign the Commitment to Community Integration for People with Disabilities
Primary Sponsor 
Omar Espinoza (ASUC Senator)


Cosponsors 
Jada Yang (Disabled Students Commission Co-Chair, UCSA Disability Justice Officer), Gabby Torres (Pilipinx Community-Endorsed and Pre-Health Community ASUC Senator), Selina Mendez (External Affairs Vice President),

WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of California recognize that people with disabilities should have all the freedom to make decisions about their lives, receive appropriate support, and engage fully in their communities without unnecessary institutionalization; and, 

WHEREAS, in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581 (1999), the Supreme Court of the United States of America found that the unjustified institutional isolation of people with disabilities is discrimination under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and required community integration when appropriate[footnoteRef:0]; and [0:  Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund and American Association of People with Disabilities, “ Community Living is a Civil Right: A Guide to Understanding Olmstead v. Lois Curtis, the Integration Mandate, and the 2026 Office of Legal Counsel.” DREDF, September 29, 2026] 


WHEREAS, students with disabilities at UC Berkeley organized personal attendant services and began moving from Cowell Hospital into their own apartments in the surrounding area by 1969[footnoteRef:1], in order to be able to access community living and educational opportunity; and,  [1:  UC Berkeley Disabled Students’ Program, “DSP History.”] 


WHEREAS, UC Berkeley’s Disabled Students’ Program currently has 5,478 enrolled students as of September 14th, 2026, and within those 2,269 students have 2 or more disabilities[footnoteRef:2]; and,  [2:  UC Berkeley Disabled Students' Program, "Annual Report and Data.”] 


WHEREAS, California’s In-Home Supportive Services allow people with disabilities to receive in-home[footnoteRef:3] assistance as an alternative to out-of-home care, and the ASUC recognizes that this support can be essential for students’ equitable educational participation; and, [3:  California Department of Social Services, “In-Home Supportive Services.”] 


WHEREAS, on June 18, 2026, the United States Department of Justice’s Office of Legal Counsel released a memorandum contending that the ADA and Section 504 don’t impose a community integration mandate on states, and that federal agencies aren’t authorized to impose one either[footnoteRef:4]; and, [4:  U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Legal Counsel, “Application of the Rehabilitation Act and Americans with Disabilities Act to State Institutionalization of Patients with Severe Mental Illness or Disabilities.”, Memorandum Opinion for the Counsel to the President, June 18, 2026. ] 


WHEREAS, on September 23, 2026, a Federal Court in Texas v. Kennedy vacated key provisions and mentions of community integration in the Department of Health and Human Services’ Section 504 regulations[footnoteRef:5], causing a nationwide enforcement gap; and,   [5:  U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas, “Order and Final Judgement.” Texas v. Kenedy, No. 5:24-CV-225-H, September 23, 2026.] 

 
WHEREAS, national disability organizations developed the “Commitment to Community Integration” in response[footnoteRef:6] and asked states to affirm support of people with disabilities receiving in-home medical services; and,  [6:  Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, “Background on the Commitment to Community Integration.”] 


WHEREAS, the Commitment affirms the protection of community integration and rights established through Olmstead and subsequent law[footnoteRef:7]; and,    [7:  Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund, “Our Commitment to Community Integration for People with Disabilities.”] 


WHEREAS, seventy-eight California organizations wrote a letter to Attorney General Bonta on August 11, 2026, asking him to reaffirm the Commitment[footnoteRef:8]; and,  [8:  Seventy-eight California organizations, “Letter to Attorney General Rob Bonta.”, Published by DREDF] 


WHEREAS, California Attorney General Rob Bonta has previously defended community integration[footnoteRef:9] and its educational, employment, and independence nuances through his September 25, 2026 statement; and,  [9:  California Department of Justice, “Ahead of Anniversary of Critical Disability Rights Legislation, Attorney General Bonta Reaffirms California’s Commitment to Uplifting and Defending the Rights of Californians with Disabilities.” Office of the Attorney General, September 25,2026] 

  
WHEREAS, DREDF reported on September 27, 2026, that attorney generals in other states have signed the Commitment[footnoteRef:10], while Attorney General Bonta had not yet; and,    [10:  Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund, “Tell California’s Attorney General: Sign the Commitment and Protect Our Right to Live in the Community!” ] 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California affirms its support for people with disabilities self-determination, community living, and access to services that enable higher education possible; and,

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California recognizes and appreciates California Attorney General Bonta’s previous defense of disability rights and urges him to reinforce that position by signing “ Our Commitment to Community Integration for People with Disabilities”; and,

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California urges the California Department of Justice to continue defending and enforcing protections against unnecessary institutionalization and to continue opposing efforts to weaken community integration rights; and,

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Office of ASUC Senator Espinoza, in coordination with the Office of the External Affairs Vice President, shall transmit this resolution to Attorney General Bonta’s office, and report subsequent developments to the Senate. 
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