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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026 -100
A Resolution to Establish The “Shade”: Urging Campus to Care for Native Plants

Primary Sponsor 
Margaret Solomon (ASUC Senator)
Cosponsors

WHEREAS, 80% of the native plants located behind Alumni House are dead due to the inability of our institution to properly take care of them and give them the maintenance they need to dwell and flourish in the selected area they were planted; and,
WHEREAS, we call this area the “Shade” because it’s essentially the Glade but it has so much more shade and it’s a more intimate place to connect with nature and with those you love, and;
WHEREAS, the native plants that dwell in the area behind Alumni House are arbitrarily planted and carelessly sorted in a way that one plant chokes out the other and doesn’t allow it to flourish. Which highlights a bigger problem that this area of plants looks more like a man-made nature landscape rather than nature itself; and,
WHEREAS, the plants were planted with the presumed intention of beautifying the area, they lack any type of long-term vision that ensures that they can continue to beautify the area without dying out and crowding each other; and,
WHEREAS, there is little to no maintenance regarding the plants of the area, so much so people of the community who deeply care about the native plants took it upon themselves to pull the plants out and replant them because they were appalled by the complete lack of care; and,
WHEREAS, the area poses the question of “how much resources are we wasting?” regarding the time, money, and energy that was spent on these plants, only for them to be neglected and withered away; and,
WHEREAS, the area behind Alumni House feels completely unwelcoming and inhabitable due to the dead plants, weeds, and unmowed areas despite it being a nice spacious area for students to utilize; and,
WHEREAS, the dead shrubs in the area that dwell next to the plantings and down by the stream are potential fire hazards, which makes it imperative that we go into the area and do some maintenance that removes the risk; and,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associates Students of the University of California urges that UC Berkeley must invest in better maintenance regarding the native plants of the area because it’s actually cheaper and less wasteful of water when you do so, which solves the problem of water usage; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, ripping out the dead shrubs and weeds to mitigate the fire risk within the area and make the overall area more presentable; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to mow the more grassy part of the area to make it more habitable and establish benches or tables so students can utilize the area. Whether it’s studying, having a picnic, or just wanting to enjoy their free time in the shade by Strawberry Creek, I believe that this space is such a beautiful place with so much potential to be the new hang out spot, where unlike the glade, there’s an immense amount of shade due to the large, beautiful trees; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the ASUC continues to dedicate efforts towards the rehabilitation of the “SHADE” under the Office of the President.
THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, we call this area the “Shade” because it’s essentially the Glade but it has so much more shade and it’s a more intimate place to connect with nature and with those you love.
_______________________________________________________________
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