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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026-097 

In Support of H. R. 8013, Keep Innovators in America Act, and Protecting Practical Training Opportunities for International Students
Primary Sponsor 
Rayne Xue (ASUC Senator) 
Cosponsors
Abigail Verino (ASUC President), Clarinde Sanft (UCSA Legislative Director), Duke Dela Rosa (UCSA Legislative Director), Sara Teran (ASUC Senator), Margaret Solomon (ASUC Senator), Jada Yang (ASUC Senator), Shawn Canin (ASUC Senator), Abigail Cho (ASUC Senator), Lucia Stankovic (ASUC Senator), Sydnee Thy (ASUC Senator), Nikki Nunez-Rivera (ASUC Senator), Abdullah Memon (ASUC Senator)

WHEREAS, H.R. 8013, entitled “Keep Innovators in America Act,” is a bipartisan bill introduced by California Representative Sam Liccardo on March 19th, 2026;[footnoteRef:0] and,  [0:  Text - H.R.8013 - 119th Congress (2025-2026): Keep Innovators in America Act  ] 


WHEREAS, H.R. 8013 proposes to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) to formally codify Optional Practical Training (OPT) programs, which gives employment authorization to international students educated at U.S. institutions after graduation for 12 to 36 months, allowing them to gain “real-world work experience related to their field of study”[footnoteRef:1]; and,  [1:  F-1 Optional Practical Training (OPT) | Study in the States] 


WHEREAS, in Fall 2025, 3,562 UC Berkeley graduates who held F-1 visa sought out Optional Practical Training (OPT); and,

WHEREAS, participation in the OPT program is often an important appeal for international students to enter U.S. institutions, as the professional work experience creates a pathway for international graduates to more permanent immigration statuses such as the H1-B visa[footnoteRef:2], a green card, and even potential citizenship; and,  [2:  Restriction on Entry of Certain Nonimmigrant Workers – The White House] 


WHEREAS, OPT is not currently written into the language of the Immigration and Nationality Act as a statutory provision, leaving its regulation at the discretion of the Department of Homeland Security; and, 

WHEREAS, in November 2025, a proposed immigration rule on the Trump administration’s public regulatory agenda shows an intent to either remove OPT programs entirely or significantly restrict it[footnoteRef:3]; and,  [3:  Federal Government Updates for International Students and Scholars ] 


WHEREAS, leaderships in the Department of Homeland Security, especially U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Director Joseph Edlow, have spoken with concerning determination to “remove the ability for employment authorizations for F-1 students beyond the time that they are in school” if given the chance[footnoteRef:4]; and,  [4:  New Immigration Rule Will End Or Restrict Student Practical Training ] 


WHEREAS, the elimination of OPT program is designed to limit foreign nationals from receiving H1-B visas and would discourage international students from attending U.S. higher education; and, 

WHEREAS, H.R. 8013 creates the legal basis to protect OPT program from arbitrary eliminations, safeguarding international students’ equal opportunity to professional training programs despite their immigration status[footnoteRef:5]; and,  [5:  Rep. Liccardo's New Bipartisan Legislation Keeps Innovators in America  ] 

 
WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of California has a responsibility to advocate for policies that improve educational opportunities and long-term success of all students at UC Berkeley, including international students whose contributions are integral to the campus community. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC) formally supports its international student population and endorses H.R. 8013; and, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ASUC calls on the External Affairs Vice President and the Office of the President to demonstrate their support for H.R. 8013 and initiate collaborative efforts in favor of the Act with other student government bodies within the the University of California system; and  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ASUC directs the External Affairs Vice President’s Legislative Directors to include and prioritize H.R. 8013 on the University of California Student Association (UCSA)’s advocacy agenda for High Support; and, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ASUC endorses the UCSA’s ongoing and future efforts in support of H.R. 8013 through active partnership with the ASUC External Affairs Vice President; and, 



THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ASUC requests the University of California, Berkeley to reaffirm the institution’s commitment to the international student community through continued support of educational and professional opportunities for students regardless of immigration status, and, 

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, regardless of federal legislative outcome, the ASUC requests the University of California, Berkeley to reaffirm its commitment through action to inclusivity, equity, and improving educational opportunities for all students. 
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