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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026-072
Save Free Student Press Initiative 

Primary Sponsor 
Isha Chander (ASUC Executive Vice President)
Cosponsors
Ananya Rupanagunta (Editor in Chief & President of The Daily Californian), Daniel Dolan (ASUC Chief Legal Officer)
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian provides a valuable service to the UC Berkeley community and is foundational to maintaining an informed and participatory student body as a student publication; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian has been a public news source of record for UC Berkeley and the City of Berkeley since 1871 and has been financially and editorially independent from UC Berkeley, The University of California, and the ASUC since 1971; and,
WHEREAS, The Independent Berkeley Student Publishing Company, Inc. retains the rights to the name The Daily Californian because of a special licensing agreement with the University of California Board of Regents, and the university cannot sponsor or support any other newspaper that serves the same purpose as The Daily Californian (primarily the coverage of university news); and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian prints and distributes 10,000 newspapers four days per week during normal circumstances or 8,000 newspapers one day per week in exceptional circumstances to UC Berkeley students and community members free of charge and provides 24/7 news coverage on dailycal.org and its official X, Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok platforms; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian receives approximately $402,000 per year from the Save the Daily Cal fee, a $6.50 semesterly fee for all UC Berkeley students that was passed by the student body in the 2022 ASUC General Election; and, 
WHEREAS, the Save the Daily Cal funding will cease in Spring 2027, per the referendum the student body approved in 2022; and,
WHEREAS, this referendum proposes the passage of the Save Free Student Press fee; and, 

WHEREAS, despite cost cutting measures in print and distribution, including maintaining only once a week publication, cutting gameday issues in 2023 to 2024, and running black and white issues over the summer period, The Daily Californian has had to increase its operational budget in order to maintain editorial scholarships and cover increased insurance premiums and higher digital and print production costs; and, 
WHEREAS, a loss of the fee would mean cutting our print newspaper, leading to a loss in advertising revenue and create a gap in news access for community members who do not have access to our online content; and,
WHEREAS, after the fee, the majority of The Daily Californian’s annual revenue comes from print advertisements, so removal of print would significantly reduce The Daily Californian’s income and compromise its long-term stability; and, 
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian must continue its print edition for the purpose of printing legals for the city of Berkeley; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian’s independence from the university, campus administration, and the ASUC allows it to cover these bodies with no conflict of interest, such that these bodies have no control over the publication’s ability to produce content, ensuring full editorial freedom without fear of financial retribution; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian is published by the Independent Berkeley Student Publishing Company, Inc., a nonprofit organization governed by a board of directors that comprises notable Daily Cal and UC Berkeley alumni and other media professionals; the board exercises no editorial control over The Daily Californian’s content; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian has made public its financial statements since 2012 by publishing its 990 tax exemption forms on dailycal.org; and,
WHEREAS, The Save Free Student Press fee calls for $8.50 per student per fall/spring semester, and $4.00 per Summer Student beginning with the 2027-28 academic year, adjusted annually for inflation starting in the academic year 2028-29 through a $0.50 increase each year, and will replace the Save the Daily Cal initiative beginning in the 2027-28 academic year; and 
WHEREAS, one-third of the revenue from The Daily Cal Initiative fee will go toward financial aid for all students; and 
WHEREAS, the fee will be overseen by one UC Berkeley student selected by the Committee on Student Fees, one UC Berkeley student selected by the ASUC, one UC Berkeley student selected by the Graduate Assembly; and, 
WHEREAS, the fee will also be administered by the Editor in Chief and the Staff Representative of The Daily Californian, who will meet with the oversight committee twice per year to ensure proper usage of the fee; and,
WHEREAS, the revenue generated by the fee would cover the current annual budget deficit, and would also be used to cover website maintenance costs currently covered by automatic ad networks. With advertising in rapid decline, the ad networks will be unable to sustain The Daily Californian’s operations. Furthermore, moving away from automatic ads and pop-ups will provide our readers with an accessible website; and, 
WHEREAS, In addition to the revenue generated by the fee, the student-led marketing and development teams will continue to seek new channels to diversify and expand revenue streams, while upper management will seek more creative ways to allocate and use funds; and,  
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian holds an important place in UC Berkeley’s history, and is an invaluable part in holding this campus and its administration accountable; and, 
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian creates educational opportunities for UC Berkeley students seeking experience in journalism or business, especially given that there is no undergraduate major in journalism; and,
WHEREAS, The Daily Californian’s purpose is and always will be to provide a platform for students as well as to inform the student body and local community about the world around them, especially in a time that calls for independent local journalism; and,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Associated Students of the University of California place the following question as a fee referendum titled “The Daily Cal Initiative”, on the ballot for the 2026 ASUC General Elections: 
The Save Free Student Press fee initiative, a $8.50 per semester and $4.00 per summer fee assessed to all undergraduate and graduate students, including students enrolled in self-supporting graduate professional degree programs,would replace the Save the Daily Cal Fee and provide continued financial support to UC Berkeley’s independent student paper The Daily Californian necessary to (1) continue production of The Daily Californian’s free content, (2) continue printing and distributing free, independent publications of The Daily Californian across campus and surrounding areas at least weekly, (3) maintain a platform for UC Berkeley students to engage with writing, reporting, graphic and web design and business operations opportunities, (4) expand and maintain its online digital media and news coverage, (5) increasing opportunities for UC Berkeley student journalists through scholarships and financial aid and (6) maintain financial independence from the university and ASUC. Previously passed as the $6.00 Save the Daily Cal fee in 2022, the Save Free Student Press fee, subject to annual increases of $0.50 starting in the 2028-29 academic year, would last for another five years — beginning in fall 2027 and ending in summer 2032 — with one-third, or $2.83, returning to financial aid. Do you approve this $8.50 semesterly and $4.00 per summer fee to continue support for The Daily Californian? 
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the primary proponent of this referendum shall be Ananya Rupanagunta.
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