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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026 - 057 
Honoring Japanese American Incarceration Day of Remembrance

Primary Sponsor 
Jada Yang (ASUC Senator)
Cosponsors
UC Berkeley Nikkei Student Union, Allison Champ (ASUC Cultural Diversity Affairs Commission Chair), Ashley Mauldin (ASUC Office of the President Communications Executive), Zella Carmichael-Price (CalACLU member, ASUC Office of Senator Yang Chief of Staff)
WHEREAS, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 81 years ago that sent 120,000 American citizens of Japanese descent to concentration camps[footnoteRef:0]; and, [0: 
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-day-remembrance-japanese-american-incarceration-during-world-war-ii?] 

WHEREAS, Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt of the Western Defense Command announced curfews that included only Japanese Americans following Executive Order 9066[footnoteRef:1]; and, [1:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, DeWitt issued Public Proclamation No. 4, which began the forced evacuation and detention of Japanese-Americans residing on the West Coast on a 48-hour notice[footnoteRef:2]; and, [2:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, Executive Order 9066 forced men, women, and children to abandon their homes, businesses, way of life, and separated them from each other resulting in the loss of property, jobs, communities, and economic advancement[footnoteRef:3]; and, [3:  https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-day-remembrance-Americans’japanese-american-incarceration-during-world-war-ii?] 

WHEREAS, Japanese American homeowners and business owners had to sell their properties and businesses speedily, resulting in the total property loss of $1.3 billion and net income loss of $2.7 billion[footnoteRef:4]; and, [4:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, Executive Order 9066 resulted in the subjugation of directed racism and inter-generational trauma of Japanese Americans[footnoteRef:5]; and, [5:  https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-day-remembrance-japanese-american-incarceration-during-world-war-ii?] 

WHEREAS, in 1922, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the government’s right to deny U.S. citizenship to Japanese immigrants, in Ozawa v. United States[footnoteRef:6]; and, [6:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, on March 21, 1942, Congress passed Public Law 503, which made violation of Executive Order 9066 a misdemeanor punishable by up to one year in prison and a $5,000 fine[footnoteRef:7]; and, [7:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, in 1988, Public Law 100-383 acknowledged the injustice of the incarceration, apologized, and provided partial restitution to living Japanese Americans[footnoteRef:8]; and, [8:  https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/executive-order-9066] 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress passed the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, formally apologizing and recognizing Executive Order 9066’s violation of Japanese[footnoteRef:9]; and; Americans’s civil rights [footnoteRef:10]; and, [9:  https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-day-remembrance-japanese-american-incarceration-during-world-war-iiExecutive Order?]  [10:  https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-the-day-remembrance-japanese-american-incarceration-during-world-war-ii?] 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC) formally recognizes Japanese American Incarceration Day of Remembrance; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the ASUC formally honors the lives, resilience, and contributions of Japanese Americans impacted by wartime incarceration; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ASUC commits to promoting education, dialogue, and awareness about the history and legacy of Japanese American Incarceration through community programming, partnerships, and other initiatives; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ASUC elected officials are encouraged to officially honor Japanese-American Incarceration day of remembrance. ASUC reaffirms its commitment to protecting civil liberties and advocating for policies that upload equity and justice; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California calls upon the Associated Students of the University of California at UC Berkeley, Chancellor Rich Lyons, Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost Ben Hermalin, Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education Oliver O’Reilly, Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs Stephen Sutton, Acting Vice Chancellor of Equity and Inclusion Fabrizio Mejia, and Associate Vice Chancellor of Health and Wellbeing Cory Vu and all future individuals holding these listed positions, continues to uplift the vast history and legacy of Japanese American Incarceration. 
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