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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026-017
Amending Bylaw 1201, Section 9.1.3, to Include Multiple Co-Authors of a Bill Entering the Senate

Primary Sponsor
Nicole Nunez Rivera (ASUC Senator)

Cosponsors
Jada Yang (ASUC Senator), Sydnee Thy (ASUC Senator), Abigail Cho (ASUC Senator), Rayne Xue (ASUC Senator), Abdullah Memon (ASUC Senator), Bella Santos (ASUC Senator), Kianna Rodarte (ASUC Senator), Margaret Solomon (ASUC Senator), Lucia Stankovic (ASUC Senator), Selina Mendez (ASUC Senator), Ayden Reading (ASUC Senator), Shawn Canin (ASUC Senator), Anamaria Abnusy (ASUC Senator)

WHEREAS, the ASUC is founded on the principle of shared governance, ensuring that diverse student voices shape the decisions and policies that impact our campus community; and,

WHEREAS, current ASUC Bylaws, specifically Bylaw 1201, Section 9.1.3, restrict the sponsorship of resolutions to a single primary sponsor, unintentionally limiting collaboration and the co-development of policy ideas across communities, commissions, and constituencies; and,

WHEREAS, allowing multiple primary sponsors on ASUC legislation would better reflect the collaborative, coalition-based organization that defines Berkeley’s student advocacy culture, ensuring that credit, accountability, and engagement are equitably distributed among contributors; and,

WHEREAS, the recognition of multiple authors is not only a procedural change, but a commitment to inclusive governance, acknowledging the intellectual and emotional labor of diverse student leaders, particularly those representing historically marginalized communities who often operate through collective action models; and,

WHEREAS, in the 2024–2025 legislative cycle, majority of Senate resolutions were drafted through cross-office collaboration or consultation, yet only one individual could be formally recognized as an author under current bylaws, minimizing the visibility of student partnerships; and,

WHEREAS, peer institutions such as the UCLA Undergraduate Students Association Council (USAC) and UC San Diego Associated Students Senate already recognize multiple primary sponsors for resolutions, promoting interdepartmental cooperation and stronger policy outcomes; and,

WHEREAS, amending Bylaw 1201 to include multiple primary sponsors affirms the ASUC’s commitment to collective leadership, community-driven policymaking, and equitable representation, while maintaining transparency and procedural clarity;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California, Berkeley hereby amend ASUCBL 1201 to allow multiple primary sponsors on resolutions, as specified below in Appendix A:

[bookmark: _6tm5zgwn1xk8]Appendix A: ASUCBL 1201
[bookmark: _2cjqysas0l2p]Section 9: Motions
9.1	Any original main motion shall be in the form of a resolution. Each resolution shall include:
	9.1.1	A short title.
	9.1.2	Session in which the main motion was introduced.
9.1.3	The name name(s) of the primary sponsor sponsor(s) who is the person person(s) who introduced the main motion. The primary sponsor may only be one of the persons listed in one, two, or three several of the persons listed in §6.
	9.1.3.1	Should any other section refer to a singular primary sponsor for procedural or incidental matters (ie; initiating debate), the primary sponsors shall nominate one among them to be responsible for the duties of that section.
9.1.4	The names of any cosponsors, which may be any member of the Association, body or unit of the Association, or organization sponsored by the Association.
9.1.5	The name of the person(s) or group(s) who drafted the resolution.
9.1.6	An enactment clause in the form “Therefore be it resolved that the Associated Students of the University of California” followed by the binding clauses of the main motion. Each resolved clause shall be numbered sequentially.
9.1.7	Optionally, a preamble of non-binding whereas clauses establishing the context for the resolved clauses.
9.1.8	A number which shall be assigned to each new original main motion by the Admin Office. These numbers shall be sequential for each session.
9.1.9 	Resolutions shall be restricted to one subject only.
9.2	Motions may be amended given that:
9.2.1	All amendments to a motion must be germane to the topic of the motion.
9.2.2	Any amendment to a Resolved clause that specifies a numerical financial amount must use Robert’s Rules “filling blanks” procedure, from low to high. This requirement may be waived by a two-thirds vote.
9.2.3	So called “friendly amendments” shall only be allowed by unanimous consent, but if objected to, the same amendment may be offered through the regular process.
9.3	In accordance with the Constitution, no final vote may be taken on any original main motion by the Senate unless and until that motion has been publicly posted and noticed for at least one week.
9.3.1	Public posting and notice shall be defined as the introduction of a main motion as new business at a Senate meeting at least one week prior to voting or the posting of the call for a special meeting and text of the motion at least one week prior to voting. Notice is not required to introduce a motion, only to vote on it.
9.3.2 	The posting of a version of a motion which is then significantly rewritten to change its core substance, shall not fulfill the constitutional notice requirement. “Changing the core substance” shall not be construed to mean directly reversing the effect of the motion (e.g. a motion to support something being changed to oppose the same thing).
9.3.3	Per the Constitution, this requirement may be waived by two-thirds vote of the entire membership of the Senate in the case of emergency situations involving matters upon which prompt action is urgent and necessary to maintain the functioning of the ASUC.
9.4	The authoritative text of any motion or record shall be as enrolled and approved in the minutes of the Senate. 
9.5	The Admin Office shall maintain a publicly accessible system by which the current status and language of any original main motion may be seen. The system is encouraged to also allow members of the public to easily track historical changes of any main motion.
9.6	Substantive original main motions shall become effective pursuant to Article III-A, Section 10 of the Constitution, given the Senate may specify a delayed effective date. Other motions shall become effective immediately, unless the Senate specifies a later effective date. No original main motion shall be formally deemed passed until the adjournment of the meeting at which it passed.
9.7	Blank resolutions/motions may not be introduced as new business. The posting of a blank resolution shall not fulfill the constitutionally required public posting period. “Blank resolutions” shall be defined to include those with substantial placeholder text.
9.8	Motions shall be differentiated as original main motions versus incidental main motions in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order, except as otherwise provided in the Constitution or Bylaws. For the purposes of the veto clause in the Constitution, “substantive main motion” shall be defined as any original motion motion, unless otherwise stated for in the Bylaws. Incidental main motions shall not be considered “substantive main motions”.
9.9	Unless waived by a two-thirds vote, the limitations on the renewal of motions as stated in Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply throughout the entire session to the introduction of motions and to making nominations to fill offices.
9.10	Main motions to amend a part of a document (including the Constitution, a Bylaw, or a previously adopted main motion) shall have the title and number of the document or section and the existing language for such documents and sections. Language that is to be struck must be crossed out and language to be added must be underlined. Other conventions for added and deleted language may be used provided that it is so specified in the main motion.
9.11	Substantive main motions shall be presented to the President for approval pursuant to Article III-A, Section 10 of the Constitution. The passage of a substantive main motion by the Senate shall constitute the required presentation. The President may veto such motions in accordance with the Constitution.
9.12	Upon adjournment, any unfinished business and tabled motions shall be automatically postponed to the next meeting for Immediate Consideration. 
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